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Abu Dhabi starts

making buses

Mewy azsembly plant to supply
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As taxis stand empty, Abu Dhabi starts

making buses

New assembly plant to
supply local and
international markets;
taxis stand idle awaiting
trained drivers. No word
on bus driver training.
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Buz in search of passengers

Maw 22, 2008

As gridlocked Abu Dhabi commuters learn there are 2,000
taxis =itting idle, awaiting trained drivers, the LIAE capital
presses on with production of a new fleet of buses. Mo
word on its plans for bus drivers.

Hafilat Industries will manufacture aluminum buses from a
new purpose-built assembly plant in Abu Dhabi's Industrial
City. The company will bulld “algren's Tew (Generation
City Busz' on a Euro IV Mercedes Benz chasis originating
fram Spain, says Khaleg) Times, all of which will feature
multiplexed electrics, sophisticated wvideo surveillance,
electronic signage, and a full aluminum body.

It has won a Oh30m export order from Australia, and will
produce for the local market. The company claims to be
the first in the region to bulld European-guality buses - a
real marklet opportunity giwen the growth, and public
transport commitments, of Gulf cities. Hafilat has a full
range of public transport buses, including articulated city,
double deck, compressed natural gas (CMNG), hybrid
(electric) and trolley buses.
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Unfortunately, the buses will not drive themselves. The
Mational reparts that 2,000 shiny new taxis are stood idle
because of failure to recruit and train enough drivers. The
Centre for Regulation of Transport by Hire Cars (TransAL)
1= currently in Egypt looking far talent. Given the standard
of Egyptian driving the training period could be lengthy,
TranzAd estimates three months.

Accarding to TansAD, in most cities, one out of 10 public
transport passengers used taxis, whereas in Abu Dhahi,
eight out of 10 travelled by cabs. This city's 9000 taxis
carry about one million passengers each day.
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